
PLEAWA CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES 
The purpose of this resource is to provide a suggested guide as to how to approach the sequencing and resourcing of the Civics & Citizenship 
WA Curriculum between Years 5 and Years 10. We are grateful for the collaboration and expertise of numerous educators in the creation and 
refinement of these materials. We encourage you to utilize the education services of the Constitutional Centre WA, Parliament House WA and 
Francis Burt Law Education Program to facilitate and support teaching and learning.  

 
  

Achievement standard Key focus questions Course outcomes Teaching sequence (10 weeks) 

Students continue to build on their 
understanding of the concepts of 
democracy, democratic values, 
justice, and rights and 
responsibilities by exploring 
Australia's roles and responsibilities 
at a global level and its 
international legal obligations. 
They inquire in to the values and 
practices that enable a resilient 
democracy to be sustained. 

 What are the key features 
and values of Australia’s 
system of government? 

 What is the role of the High 
Court?  

 What are Australia’s 
responsibilities at a global 
level? 

 How can Australia’s 
democracy be 
undermined?  

 How is Australia’s 
democracy safeguarded? 

By the end of this unit students will be able 
to: 

 describe key features of the 
Westminster system and Australia’s 
democratic values. 

 Compare and contrast the key 
features of Australia’s system with 
one other government in the  Asia 
region. 

 Discuss Australia’s responsibility a 
at global level including 
international agreements Australia 
has ratified 

 Describe the role of the High Court 
(including interpreting the 
Constitution) 

 Explain threats and safeguards to 
Australia’s democracy 

Week 1 Key features and values of Australia's 
system of government. Compare with one other 
system of government in the Asia region 
Week 2  Australia's roles and responsibilities at a 
global level 
Week 3 The role of the High Court, including 
interpreting the Constitution  
Week 4 The international agreements Australia 
has ratified and examples of how they shape 
government policies and laws 
Week 5  The threats to Australia's democracy  
Week 6 Threat of organised crime in Australia  
Week 7  The safeguards that protect Australia's 
democratic system and society 
Week 8  Vulnerability of democracy, the value of 
democracy, shared values of democratic 
countries 
Week 9  Define Australian democratic values/  
make comparisons to some other democracies 
Week 10  The right to dissent in a democracy - 
freedom of speech, protest & demonstrations 

Year 10 Planning Matrix 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democratic-values
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/democratic-values


 

Year 10  Democracy, democratic values, justice, rights and 
responsibilities 

Australia's roles and 
responsibilities at a global 

level 

Values and practices that 
enable a resilient 

democracy/threats to 
democracy 

 The key features and values of Australia's 
system of government (e.g. democratic 
elections, the separation of powers) 
compared with one other system of 
government in the Asia region, such as 
China, Japan, India or Indonesia 
(ACHCK090) 
-Use the Museum of Australian 
Democracy to re-cap on Australian 
democratic values. http://bit.ly/2gWRrng 
 
-Investigate responsible/democratic 
elections 
http://education.aec.gov.au/making-a-
nation/ 
 
-Highlight key features of Australia’s 
system of government. (E.g. separation of 
powers, democratic elections). Use Rule 
of Law Institute ‘triangle’ to discuss. 
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2015/08/Rule-of-Law-
Institute-Pyramids.pdf 
 
-Use the sections in the Rule of Law 

‘triangle’ to guide students when 

comparing Australia’s system with one 

other in the Asia region. Get students to 

create their own pyramids with their 

findings. Use the headings in the triangle 

to guide investigation. 

The role of the High Court, 
including interpreting the 
Constitution (ACHCK092) 
Role of the High Court  

 Interpreting the 
Constitution 

 Hearing appeals 

 Creating common 
law precedents 

 

Watch documentary -
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/
about/high-court-
documentary 
 

-Recap on court hierarchy. 
Get students to create a 
Prezi that recreates the 
‘Francis Burt Law Education 
- Hierarchy Flow Chart’.  
with emphasis on the role 
of the High Court.  
 

-Look at a case where the 
High Court has had to 
interpret the Constitution.  
 

-Look at a case where the 
High Court has had to hear 
an appeal from other 
court.  
Cases can be found at:  
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.
au/education/ 

Australia's roles and responsibilities at a 
global level (e.g. provision of foreign 
aid, peacekeeping, participation in 
international organisations, such as the 
United Nations) (ACHCK091) 
- Look at a current examples of 
Australia’s provision of foreign aid. Use - 
http://dfat.gov.au/aid/where-we-give-
aid/Pages/where-we-give-aid.aspx 
- Get students to download a factsheet 
for a country of their choice.  
- Research Australia’s participation and 
role in the United Nations. 
The international agreements Australia 
has ratified and examples of how they 
shape government policies and laws 
(e.g. the protection of World Heritage 
areas, the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples) 
(ACHCK093) 
E.g. Paris Agreement (climate change) 
Convention on the Rights of a Child 
Protection of World Heritage E.g. Great 
Barrier Reef 
Free Trade Agreements 
-Students to create a webpage that 
explains Australia’s roles and 
responsibilities globally and 
international agreements that shape 
policy. 

The threats to Australia's democracy 

and other democracies, such as the 

influence of vested interests, 

organised crime, corruption and 

lawlessness (ACHCK094) 

-Student to research an investigation 

conducted by the CCC. Found here: 

https://www.ccc.wa.gov.au/node/33

0 

The safeguards that protect 

Australia's democratic system and 

society, including shared values and 

the right to dissent within the bounds 

of the law (ACHCK094) 

Safeguards 
Shared values 
Right to dissent  
Freedom of protest 
Role of the media 
 

-Look at an example of a 
rally/protest/petition where people 
have dissented to the actions of the 
government. E.g. carbon tax. 
 
Role of the media: Get students to 
debate topic – “The media is merely 
an observer that reports facts and 
opinions as they are”. 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democratic-values
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/government
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/separation-of-powers
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/government
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/region
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK090
http://bit.ly/2gWRrng
http://education.aec.gov.au/making-a-nation/
http://education.aec.gov.au/making-a-nation/
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Rule-of-Law-Institute-Pyramids.pdf
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Rule-of-Law-Institute-Pyramids.pdf
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Rule-of-Law-Institute-Pyramids.pdf
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK092
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/about/high-court-documentary
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/about/high-court-documentary
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/about/high-court-documentary
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK091
http://dfat.gov.au/aid/where-we-give-aid/Pages/where-we-give-aid.aspx
http://dfat.gov.au/aid/where-we-give-aid/Pages/where-we-give-aid.aspx
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/government
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK093
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK094
https://www.ccc.wa.gov.au/node/330
https://www.ccc.wa.gov.au/node/330
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK094

