
PLEAWA CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES 
The purpose of this resource is to provide a suggested guide as to how to approach the sequencing and resourcing of the Civics & Citizenship 
WA Curriculum between Years 5 and Years 10. We are grateful for the collaboration and expertise of numerous educators in the creation and 
refinement of these materials. We encourage you to utilize the education services of the Constitutional Centre WA, Parliament House WA and 
Francis Burt Law Education Program to facilitate and support teaching and learning.  

 
 
 

Achievement standard Key focus questions Course outcomes Teaching sequence (10 weeks) 

Students continue to build on their 
understanding of the concepts of 
the Westminster system and 
democracy by examining the key 
features of Australia's democracy, 
and how it is shaped through the 
Australian Constitution and 
constitutional change. The 
concepts of justice, rights and 
responsibilities are further 
developed through a focus on 
Australia's legal system. 

 What is the purpose of the 
Australian Constitution? 

 How does the Constitution 
set up/maintain Australia’s 
democracy? 

 How is power shared 
between the state/territory 
and federal levels of 
government?  

 What are the roles of the 
HoR and the Senate?  

 How is the Constitution 
changed?  

 How do citizens participate 
in the justice system? 

 How does the legal system 
provide justice? 

By the end of this unit students will be able 
to: 

 Describe how democracy in 
Australia is shaped by the 
Commonwealth Constitution 

  Outline the operation of Australia’s 
federal structure 
of government and the role 
of parliament, within the 
Westminster system 

 identify rights and 
responsibilities of being a 
participant in the legal system  

 explain how the legal system aims 
to provide justice 

 

Week 1  The Australian Constitution (ACHCK047) 
Week 2  The separation of powers (ACHCK048) 
Week 3  The division of powers between 
state/territory and federal levels of government 
in Australia (ACHCK048) 
Week 4/5 The different roles of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate (ACHCK048) 
Week 6/7 The process for constitutional change 
through a referendum (ACHCK049) 
Week 8/9 How Australia's legal system aims to 
provide justice, including through the rule of law, 
presumption of innocence, burden of proof, right 
to a fair trial, and right to legal representation 
(ACHCK050) 
Week 10 How citizens participate in providing 
justice through their roles as witnesses and 
jurors (ACHCK050) 
 
 

Year 7 Planning Matrix  

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/change
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/legal-system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/government
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/parliament
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/legal-system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/legal-system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/justice


 

Year 7 Westminster/democracy/The Australian Constitution Justice Rights and 
responsibilities 

 The purpose and value of the Australian Constitution (ACHCK048) 

 Timeline of important dates leading to Australia’s Constitution creation  

 Create a classroom constitution/sporting club constitution 

 Book an incursion with the Constitutional Centre of Western Australia – ‘The 
Constitution and You’ - 1 hour program 
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/ForSchools/Pages/Make-a-
booking.aspx 

The concept of the separation of powers between the legislature, executive and judiciary 
and how it seeks to prevent the excessive concentration of power (ACHCK048) 

 Scenarios/role-play on how each arm of government has an impact  

 Compare Australia’s separation of powers to another country (US) 
The division of powers between state/territory and federal levels of government in 
Australia (ACHCK048) 

 Brainstorm and characterise service provision of each level of government  

 Analyse newspaper articles in relation to government responsibilities 

 Reference Section 51 of the Australian Constitution 
The different roles of the House of Representatives and the Senate in Australia's 
bicameral parliament (ACHCK048) 

 Analyse news articles/facts sheets on HoR and Senate (PEO) 

 Students research current bill/students write their own bills  

 Role-plays of HoR and Senate (parliamentary debate) 

 Watch and analyse a session of ‘Question Time’ 

 Reference Chapter 1 of the Australian Constitution 
The process for constitutional change through a referendum and examples of attempts to 
change the Australian Constitution by referendum, such as the successful vote on the 
Constitution Alteration (Aboriginals) 1967 or the unsuccessful vote on the Constitution 
Alteration (Establishment of Republic) 1999 (ACHCK049) 

 Research and class debate on constitutional change issue (1999 republic) 

 Book ‘Referenda’ incursion with Constitutional Centre. This session takes students 
through the process of constitutional change using the 1967 referendum as the 
example. Students will participate in a referendum vote carried out by the WA 
Electoral Education Office.    
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/ForSchools/Pages/Make-a-
booking.aspx 

How Australia's legal system 
aims to provide justice, 
including through the rule of 
law, presumption of 
innocence, burden of proof, 
right to a fair trial, and right to 
legal representation 
(ACHCK050) 
 
Use Rule of Law institute 
‘triangle’ resource to discuss 
the rule of law in Australia. 
Teacher to photocopy and 
give each group of students a 
section of the triangle. Ask 
students how their principle 
operates in Australia? Report 
back.  
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au
/education/infographics/ 

 
Extra resources: 

 
Why do we need laws?  
http://www.civicsandcitizensh
ip.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=
9478 
 
Crime Stoppers  
https://www.crimestoppersw
a.com.au/teaching-
themes/laws-and-crime/ 
 

How citizens participate in 
providing justice through their 
roles as witnesses and jurors 
(ACHCK050) 
 
What does justice look like in a 
court room?  
 
-Students create a class 
brainstorm of things they 
think help create a fair trial 
  
-Get students to look at 
legislation (e.g. WA Criminal 
Procedure Act 2004).  
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pc
o/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/
mrdoc_37042.pdf/$FILE/Crimi
nal%20Procedure%20Act%202
004%20-%20%5B03-e0-
00%5D.pdf?OpenElement  
 
How does legislation promote 
justice?   
 
Court trial scenario  
Have students role/play a trial 
situation with witnesses and 
jurors helping to promote 
justice. 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK048
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/ForSchools/Pages/Make-a-booking.aspx
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/ForSchools/Pages/Make-a-booking.aspx
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/separation-of-powers
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK048
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/division-of-powers
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/government
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK048
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/bicameral
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/parliament
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK048
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/change
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/referendum
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/change
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/referendum
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK049
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/ForSchools/Pages/Make-a-booking.aspx
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/ForSchools/Pages/Make-a-booking.aspx
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/legal-system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rule-of-law
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rule-of-law
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/presumption-of-innocence
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/presumption-of-innocence
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/burden-of-proof
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/representation
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK050
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/infographics/
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/infographics/
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=9478
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=9478
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=9478
https://www.crimestopperswa.com.au/teaching-themes/laws-and-crime/
https://www.crimestopperswa.com.au/teaching-themes/laws-and-crime/
https://www.crimestopperswa.com.au/teaching-themes/laws-and-crime/
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK050
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_37042.pdf/$FILE/Criminal%20Procedure%20Act%202004%20-%20%5B03-e0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_37042.pdf/$FILE/Criminal%20Procedure%20Act%202004%20-%20%5B03-e0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_37042.pdf/$FILE/Criminal%20Procedure%20Act%202004%20-%20%5B03-e0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_37042.pdf/$FILE/Criminal%20Procedure%20Act%202004%20-%20%5B03-e0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_37042.pdf/$FILE/Criminal%20Procedure%20Act%202004%20-%20%5B03-e0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_37042.pdf/$FILE/Criminal%20Procedure%20Act%202004%20-%20%5B03-e0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement

