
PLEAWA CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES 
The purpose of this resource is to provide a suggested guide as to how to approach the sequencing and resourcing of the Civics & Citizenship WA Curriculum 
between Years 5 and Years 10. We are grateful for the collaboration and expertise of numerous educators in the creation and refinement of these materials. 
We encourage you to utilize the education services of the Constitutional Centre WA, Parliament House WA and Francis Burt Law Education Program to 
facilitate and support teaching and learning.  

 
YEAR 7 CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SUGGESTED SEQUENCE AND RESOURCES 

 

Week 
 

Content and Skills Teaching 
Strategies 

Resources Assessment 

1 The purpose and value of 
the Australian Constitution 
(ACHCK047) 
 

 Timeline of 
important dates 
leading to 
Australia’s 
Constitution 
creation  

 Create a 
classroom 
constitution  
 

Year 7 Multiple Lessons  
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/units-of-work/year-7.html 
 
PEO - Australian Constitution lessons  
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/the-constitution-a-
new-federation.html 
 
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/resources/PEO_GetParl-AS-
Constitution.pdf 
 
Federation Fact Sheet  
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/federation.html 
 
Constitution Fact Sheet  
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/australian-constitution.html 
 
Governor General Fact Sheet  
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/governor-general.html 
 
Worksheet  
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/units-of-work/PEO_Units-of-Work_Year-
7_Worksheet-1.pdf 
 
Videos  
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos.html 
 
Constitution Preamble activity  
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/constitutional_preamble_ls,35102.html 

 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK047
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/units-of-work/year-7.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/the-constitution-a-new-federation.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/the-constitution-a-new-federation.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/resources/PEO_GetParl-AS-Constitution.pdf
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/resources/PEO_GetParl-AS-Constitution.pdf
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/federation.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/australian-constitution.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/governor-general.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos.html
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/constitutional_preamble_ls,35102.html


2 The concept of 
the separation of 
powers between the 
legislature, executive and 
judiciary and how it seeks to 
prevent the excessive 
concentration of power 
(ACHCK048) 
 

 Scenarios and 
how each 
separate power 
has an impact  

PEO - Separation of Powers  
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/separation-of-powers.html 
 
Fact Sheet  
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/parliament.html 
 
 

 

3 The division of 
powers between 
state/territory and federal 
levels of government in 
Australia (ACHCK048) 
 

 Brainstorm and 
characterise 
services 
provision by 
each 
government  

 Analyse news 
articles in 
relation to 
government 
roles  

 

PEO - Division of powers lesson  
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/executive-
government-three-levels-of-government.html 
 
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/three-levels-of-law-making.html 
 
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/units-of-work/PEO_Units-of-Work_Year-
7_Assessment%20task.pdf 
 
AEC - Three levels of government  
http://education.aec.gov.au/teacher-resources/three-levels.html 
 
Passport to Democracy lesson plans  
http://passport.vec.vic.gov.au/teachers/ 
 

 

4 - 5 The different roles of the 
House of Representatives 
and the Senate in 
Australia's bicameral 
parliament (ACHCK048) 
 

 Students write 
their own bills  

 Role plays of 
HoR and 
Senate  

 Watch and 
analyse a 
session of 
question time  

http://education.aec.gov.au/democracy-rules/files/complete-teacher-guide.pdf 
 
PEO  
House of Representatives role play  
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/law-making-house.html 
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/amending-a-law-
house.html 
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/question-time-house.html 
 
Senate role play  
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/law-making-senate.html 
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/amending-a-law-
senate.html 
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/question-time-senate.html 
 
PEO Factsheets  
HoR - http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/house-of-representatives.html 

 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/concept
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/separation-of-powers
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/separation-of-powers
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/executive
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK048
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/separation-of-powers.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/parliament.html
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/division-of-powers
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/division-of-powers
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK048
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/executive-government-three-levels-of-government.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/executive-government-three-levels-of-government.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/three-levels-of-law-making.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/units-of-work/PEO_Units-of-Work_Year-7_Assessment%20task.pdf
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/units-of-work/PEO_Units-of-Work_Year-7_Assessment%20task.pdf
http://education.aec.gov.au/teacher-resources/three-levels.html
http://passport.vec.vic.gov.au/teachers/
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK048
http://education.aec.gov.au/democracy-rules/files/complete-teacher-guide.pdf
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/law-making-house.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/amending-a-law-house.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/amending-a-law-house.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/question-time-house.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/law-making-senate.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/amending-a-law-senate.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/amending-a-law-senate.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/role-play-lesson-plans/question-time-senate.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/house-of-representatives.html


Senate - http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/senate.html 
 
PEO Videos on Parliament  
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos.html 
 
House of Representatives and Senate lessons  
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/cce_house_of_reps_introduction,2422
2.html 
 

6 The process for 
constitutional change 
through a referendum and 
examples of attempts to 
change the Australian 
Constitution by referendum, 
such as the successful vote 
on the Constitution 
Alteration (Aboriginals) 
1967 or the unsuccessful 
vote on the Constitution 
Alteration (Establishment of 
Republic) 
1999 (ACHCK049) 

 

 Research and 
class debate on 
constitutional 
change issue - 
end with 
referendum  

PEO - Constitutional head of state referendum lesson  
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/the-constitution-the-
head-of-state.html 
 
Classroom convention on republic  
http://www1.curriculum.edu.au/ddunits/units/ms4fq4acts.htm 
 
AEC - Referendums  
http://www.aec.gov.au/Elections/referendums/index.htm 
 
AEC - 1999 Referendum  
http://www.aec.gov.au/elections/referendums/1999_referendum_reports_statistics
/  
 
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/fast_facts_the_1999_referendum,9546
.html  
 
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3423918.htm 
 
1967 Referendum  
http://museum.wa.gov.au/exhibitions/online/referendum/documents/1967%20Refe
rendum%20Teacher%20Resouce.pdf 
 

 

7 - 8 How Australia's 
legal system aims to 
provide justice, including 
through the rule of law, 
presumption of 
innocence, burden of proof, 
right to a fair trial, and right 
to 

 Analyse 
difference 
between 
custom, rule 
and law - come 
with examples.  

 Research news 
sites to find 
examples of 

Why do we need laws? lesson  
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=9478 
 
Crimestoppers Law  
https://www.crimestopperswa.com.au/for-schools/learning-modules/year-8-
teacher-resources/lesson-7-laws-who-needs-them-8/ 
 
Magistrates Court  

 

http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/senate.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos.html
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/cce_house_of_reps_introduction,24222.html
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/cce_house_of_reps_introduction,24222.html
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/referendum
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/referendum
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK049
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/the-constitution-the-head-of-state.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/the-constitution-the-head-of-state.html
http://www1.curriculum.edu.au/ddunits/units/ms4fq4acts.htm
http://www.aec.gov.au/Elections/referendums/index.htm
http://www.aec.gov.au/elections/referendums/1999_referendum_reports_statistics/
http://www.aec.gov.au/elections/referendums/1999_referendum_reports_statistics/
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/fast_facts_the_1999_referendum,9546.html
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/fast_facts_the_1999_referendum,9546.html
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3423918.htm
http://museum.wa.gov.au/exhibitions/online/referendum/documents/1967%20Referendum%20Teacher%20Resouce.pdf
http://museum.wa.gov.au/exhibitions/online/referendum/documents/1967%20Referendum%20Teacher%20Resouce.pdf
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rule
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/burden-of-proof
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=9478
https://www.crimestopperswa.com.au/for-schools/learning-modules/year-8-teacher-resources/lesson-7-laws-who-needs-them-8/
https://www.crimestopperswa.com.au/for-schools/learning-modules/year-8-teacher-resources/lesson-7-laws-who-needs-them-8/


legal representation (ACHC
K050) 
 

civil and 
criminal law 
cases  

 Research 
difference 
between the 
courts  

http://www.magistratescourt.wa.gov.au/C/criminal_matters.aspx?uid=2643-5409-
2996-4234 
District Court  
http://www.districtcourt.wa.gov.au/A/aboutDistrictCourt.aspx?uid=7689-4890-
3639-8152 
Supreme Court  
http://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/A/about_the_court.aspx?uid=4231-4653-
6722-6063 
 

9 How citizens participate in 
providing justice through 
their roles as witnesses and 
jurors (ACHCK050) 
 

 Court trial 
scenario  

  

10 Teacher discretion  

 
Abbreviations 

 

PEO - Parliamentary Education Office - http://www.peo.gov.au/ 
 

http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/resources/PEO_get_parliament_web.pdf 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/representation
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK050
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK050
http://www.magistratescourt.wa.gov.au/C/criminal_matters.aspx?uid=2643-5409-2996-4234
http://www.magistratescourt.wa.gov.au/C/criminal_matters.aspx?uid=2643-5409-2996-4234
http://www.districtcourt.wa.gov.au/A/aboutDistrictCourt.aspx?uid=7689-4890-3639-8152
http://www.districtcourt.wa.gov.au/A/aboutDistrictCourt.aspx?uid=7689-4890-3639-8152
http://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/A/about_the_court.aspx?uid=4231-4653-6722-6063
http://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/A/about_the_court.aspx?uid=4231-4653-6722-6063
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK050
http://www.peo.gov.au/
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/resources/PEO_get_parliament_web.pdf

