
PLEAWA CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES 
The purpose of this resource is to provide a suggested guide as to how to approach the sequencing and resourcing of the Civics & Citizenship 
WA Curriculum between Years 5 and Years 10. We are grateful for the collaboration and expertise of numerous educators in the creation and 
refinement of these materials. We encourage you to utilize the education services of the Constitutional Centre WA, Parliament House WA and 
Francis Burt Law Education Program to facilitate and support teaching and learning.  

 
  

Achievement standard Key focus questions Course outcomes Teaching sequence (10 weeks) 

Students continue to build on their 
understanding of the concepts of the 
Westminster system, democracy and 
participation. They investigate the types 
of law in Australia and how they are 
made. They consider the responsibilities 
and freedoms of citizens, and how 
Australians can actively participate in 
their democracy. Students explore the 
different perspectives of Australian 
identity. 

 What are the freedoms and 
responsibilities of citizens in 
Australia’s democracy? 

 How are laws made and applied 
in Australia? 

 What different perspectives are 
there about national identity? 

 
 

By the end of this unit students will be 
able to: 

 Analyse the features of 
Australian Democracy 

 Explain features of Australia’s 
democracy that enable active 
participation 

 Recognise different types of 
law in Australia 

 Explain how laws are made 

 Analyse issues about national 
identity in Australia  

 Investigate and analyse the 
factors that contribute to 
people’s sense of belonging 

Week  1  Rights and freedoms (ACHCK061)  
Week 2  Participating in Democracy 
(understanding our rights and 
responsibilities) (ACHCK062) 
Week 3/4 Participating in Democracy 
(legally exercising our rights and 
responsibilities) (ACHCK062) 
Week 5 Laws – types of laws, punishments, 
sanctions, customary law 
(ACHCK064) 

Week 6 Laws - Statute Law (ACHCK063) 
Week 7  Laws - Common Law (ACHCK063) 

Week 8 National identity – what does it 
mean to be Australian? 
Week 9 National identity – values and 
beliefs (ACHCK066) 
Week 10 Multiculturalism (ACHCK066) 
 
 
  
 
 

 

Year 8 Planning Matrix  

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/identity
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK061
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK062
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK062
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK064
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK063
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK063
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK066
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK066


 

Year 8 Westminster/democracy/participation/ 
responsibilities 

Statute and common law/ criminal, 
civil, customary law 

Different perspectives of 
Australian identity 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The freedoms that enable active participation in Australia's 
democracy within the bounds of law, including freedom of speech, 
association, assembly, religion and movement (ACHCK061) 
 
What are freedoms? 
Group activity/ allocate 1 freedom per group: 

 Speech 

 Association 

 Assembly 

 Religion 

 Movement 
 
Group activity task  
Students to discuss particular freedom. 
Students to come up with an example (current or past). 
Discuss how and why the bounds of the law can limit these 
freedoms.  
 
Students create Venn Diagram - compare freedom in Australia to 
another country. The Magna Carta Legacy is a good place to start.  
http://www.magnacartalegacy.org/india.html 
 

How citizens can participate in Australia's democracy, including use 
of the electoral system, contact with their elected representatives, 
use of lobby groups and direct action (ACHCK062) 
 

 Research who the local/state/federal member is 

 Find the different ways members of parliament can act on 
behalf of citizens 

 Look at a case study -  e.g. Roe 8 

 Be the change activity 
http://ptd2.azurewebsites.net/index.html 

How laws are made in Australia through 
parliaments (statutory law) (ACHCK063) 
 
Analyse the difference between a custom, 
rule and law – come up with examples. Use 
post-it notes to create word clouds for each 
concept. 
 
Discuss examples of recent laws passed 
through parliaments that enact government 
policy. E.g. anti-terror laws. 
 
How laws are made in Australia through the 
courts (common law) (ACHCK063) 
 
Compare some examples of statutes and 
common laws and the way they are made and 
outlining the hierarchy of these different 
types of laws (for example, that statutes will 
override the common law). 
 
The types of law in Australia, including 
criminal law, civil law and the place of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
customary law (ACHCK064) 
 
Research news sites to find examples of civil 
and criminal law cases. 
Consider the significance of customary law 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples.  Examine - 
www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/l
aw/ 
 

Different perspectives about 
Australia's national identity, 
including Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander perspectives and 
what it means to be Australian 
(ACHCK066) 
 
Examples of national identity and 
how it changes over time and still 
evolving; 
E.g. 
Hunter gatherer 
Bushman  
WW1 (mateship) 
Surfer 
 
Explore the notion of ‘truth-
telling’ as outlined at the Uluru 
Convention (Aboriginal and 
Torres-Strait Islander perspective) 
 
Students to design a poster to 
address national identity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK061
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/direct-action
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK062
http://ptd2.azurewebsites.net/index.html
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK063
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK063
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/place
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/customary-law
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK064
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/law/
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/law/
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/identity
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK066

