
 

 

PLEAWA CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES 
The purpose of this resource is to provide a suggested guide as to how to approach the sequencing and resourcing of the Civics & Citizenship WA Curriculum 

between Years 5 and Years 10. We are grateful for the collaboration and expertise of numerous educators in the creation and refinement of these materials. 

We encourage you to utilize the education services of the Constitutional Centre WA, Parliament House WA and Francis Burt Law Education Program to 

facilitate and support teaching and learning.  

Year 8 Civics & Citizenship suggested sequence and resources 

Introduction 

Students continue to build on their understanding of the concepts of the Westminster system, democracy and participation. They investigate the types of law in Australia and 
how they are made. They consider the responsibilities and freedoms of citizens, and how Australians can actively participate in their democracy. Students explore the different 
perspectives of Australian identity. 
 
By the end of this unit students should be able to  

 Explain the types of laws and how laws are made within the Westminster system 

 Describe the rights and responsibilities of participants in the process 

 Apply aspects of democracy to case studies and explain the freedoms that underpin Australia’s democratic values. 
 

Curriculum content 

Link Knowledge General capabilities 

ACHCK061 The freedoms that enable active participation in Australia's democracy within the bounds of law, including freedom 
of speech, association, assembly, religion and movement 

Personal and social capability 
Ethical understanding 

ACHCK062 How citizens can participate in Australia's democracy, including use of the electoral system, contact with their 
elected representatives, use of lobby groups and direct action 

Critical and creative thinking 
Personal and social capability 
Ethical understanding 

ACHCK063 How laws are made in Australia through parliaments (statutory law) Critical and creative thinking 
Personal and social capability 
Ethical understanding 

ACHCK063 How laws are made in Australia through the courts (common law) Critical and creative thinking 
Personal and social capability 
Ethical understanding 

ACHCK064 The types of law in Australia, including criminal law, civil law and the place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander customary law  

Personal and social capability 
Ethical understanding 
Intercultural understanding 

ACHCK066 Different perspectives about Australia's national identity, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives and what it means to be Australian 

Critical and creative thinking 
Personal and social capability 
Ethical understanding 
Intercultural understanding 

Summative Assessment                  

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/identity
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/rights-and-responsibilities
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK061
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/religion
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK062
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/direct-action
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK064
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/place
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/customary-law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK066
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/identity
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences


 

 

 

Week Curriculum link Content / Knowledge Strategies, activities and skills Assessment 

1+2 (ACHCK061)  
The freedoms that 
enable active 
participation in 
Australia's 
democracy within the 
bounds of law, 
including freedom of 
speech, association, 
assembly, religion 
and movement 
 
 

 

 Explain how each freedom supports 
active participation in Australia’s 
democracy. 
 

 Discuss how and why ‘the bounds of 
law’ can limit these freedoms. 
 
 

 Consider the circumstances that can 
lead to dissent in a democracy. 
 

 Debate how to manage situations 
when rights and freedoms are in 
conflict (for example, whether it should 
be a matter for parliaments or judges 
to resolve) 

 
 

6 Concepts of Civics and citizenship 

 Democracy 

 Democratic values 

 The Westminster system 

 Justice 

 Participation 

 Rights and responsibilities 
 

 Discuss how and why the bounds of the law can limit 
these freedoms 
 

What are the 6 freedoms? 
Suggested group activity 1 freedom per group 
Speech 
Association 
Assembly 
Religion 
Movement 
Law 
 

 Activity   
Table 

                   What is freedom?  
                   Example current or past? 
                   Bounds of the law 

 

 VENN Diagrams compare laws and freedoms Australia 
and China 

Consider the circumstances that can lead to dissent in a 
democracy 

 

3+4 (ACHCK062) 
How citizens can 
participate in 
Australia's 
democracy, including 
use of the electoral 
system, contact with 
their elected 
representatives, use 

 Compare the effectiveness of different 
forms of participation in Australia’s 
democracy 

 Explore how elected representatives 
can advocate on behalf of citizens. 

 Investigate examples where citizens 
have taken direct action such as 
organising a public demonstration or 
social media campaign 

 

 How people participate in our democracy 
 

 Research who the local member is 
 

 Find the different ways members of parliament can act 
on behalf of citizens 

 

 Case Study Roe 8, Franklin Dam, City of Melville Wave 
Park 

Distribute Formative 
Assessment 
Due Week 6 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK061
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK062
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system


 

 

of lobby groups and 
direct action 
 
 

 

 Analyse how opinion polls are 
conducted and the ways they are used 
in democratic debate. 

 

 Suggested activity 
Be the change 

http://ptd2.azurewebsites.net/index.html 
 

5+6 (ACHCK063) 
How laws are made 
in Australia through 
parliaments 
(statutory law 
 
ACHCK063 
How laws are made 
in Australia through 
the courts (common 
law) 

 Compare some examples of statutes 
and common laws and the way they 
are made and outlining the hierarchy 
of these different types of laws (for 
example, that statutes will override the 
common law). 

 Distinguish statutory and common law 
from executive law (delegated law).  

 Discuss examples of recent laws 
passed through parliaments that enact 
government policy. 

 Explaining the difference between criminal law and civil 
law 
 

 Identify examples of customary law throughout history 
 

 Flow chart 

 CLICKVIEW An Introduction to Criminal and Civil Law 
and worksheet 

 Case study Anti-terror laws? 
 

Common 
Assessment Task 
 (Week 5) 
 
Multiple Choice, short 
answer and extended 
answer 

7+8 (ACHCK064) 
The types of law in 
Australia, including 
criminal law, civil law 
and the place of 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander customary 
law  

 Explain the difference between criminal 
law and civil law 

 Consider the significance of customary 
law for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples 

Examine related issues – 
www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/law/ 

 

 
 Definition: Common law and criminal law 

 

 CLICKVIEW – Democracy in Australia 

 Draw up table 
examples 
 

 Considering the significance of customary law for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

 

9+10 (ACHCK066) 
Different 
perspectives about 
Australia's national 
identity, including 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives and 
what it means to be 
Australian 

 Investigate representations of 
Australian identity evident in national 
day events (such as Anzac Day), and 
in the media and popular culture, to 
analyse different perspectives on the 
interpretation of national identity. 

 Examine contemporary influences on 
the shaping of Australian national 
identity, such as the natural 
environment, immigration, attitudes to 
Asia and Reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples and other Australians 

 

 Examples of national identity and how it changes over 
time and still evolving 

Hunter gatherer 
Bushman 
WW1 (mateship) 
Surfer 
Woman? Or lack of female representation 
Today? 

 

 Design a poster to address national identity 
 
Watch “Babakiueria area” 

  

 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/direct-action
http://ptd2.azurewebsites.net/index.html
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK063
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK064
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/place
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/customary-law
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/customary-law
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK066
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/identity

