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Achievement standard Key  focus questions Course outcomes Teaching sequence (10 weeks) 

Students continue to build on their 
understanding of the concepts of the 
Westminster system, democracy, 
democratic values, justice and 
participation. They examine the role of 
key players in the political system, the 
way citizens' decisions are shaped during 
an election campaign and how a 
government is formed. Students 
investigate how Australia's court system 
works in support of a democratic and just 
society. 

 What is the role of political 
parties/independent 
representatives? 

 What mediums can be used to 
shape citizens choices at election 
time? 

 What role do the courts play (WA 
focus)? 

 How do the key principles of the 
justice system operate in 
Western Australian courts?  

 

By the end of this unit students will be 
able to: 

 Describe the role of political 
parties including how 
government is formed 

 Explain how citizens choices may 
be shaped at election time – 
with particular reference to the 
influence of social media 

 List the key features of the court 
system -discussing the role of  
one Western Australian Court 

 Analyse how the key principles 
of Australia’s justice system 
operate in Courts 

 Investigate factors that 
undermine justice 

Week 1/2  The role of political parties 
(ACHCK075) 
Week 3  How citizens’ choices are shaped at 
election time (ACHCK076) 
Week 4  Influence of social media 
(ACHCK076) 
Week 5  Key features of a court system 
(ACHCK077) (highlighting one particular 
court)  
Week 6 /7  How courts apply and interpret 
the law, resolve disputes, and make law 
through judgments (ACHCK077) 
Week 8/9    The key principles of Australia’s 

justice system (ACHCK078) 

Week 10 The factors that can undermine 

the application of the principles of justice  

(ACHCK078) 

Year 9 Planning Matrix  

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democracy
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/democratic-values
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/government
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK075
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK076
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK076
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK077
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK077
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK078
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK078


 

Year 9 
Westminster/democracy/democratic 

values/justice/participation 
Features of the court 

system 
Key principles of the 

justice system 
 The role of political parties, and independent representatives in Australia's 

system of government, including the formation of governments (ACHCK075) 
What are political parties? 

1. Word glossary chart - write up the political terminology and define 
2. Ask students to read the PEO Fact Sheet – Political Parties.  
3. Use Parliamentary Lesson Plan – Representation: Political Parties to 

explore the role of political parties and Independents in Australia’s 
system of government. 

4. Discuss the terms ‘party platform’ and ‘mandate’.  
What is the role of parliamentary parties? 
1. Discuss the formation of government  
2. With the overarching idea of the ‘role of political parties and independent 
representatives in Australia’s system of government’, divide the class into 
small groups.  
Assign each group one concept to research from the following list: 
• the opposition 
• parliamentary majority 
• hung parliament 
• minority government 
• Independent. 
3. Ask students to develop questions to investigate their concept. Give them 
time to conduct research before they share their findings with the class.  
4. As a class, create a mind map to connect the concepts.   
 
How citizens' choices are shaped at election time (e.g. public debate, media, 
opinion polls, advertising, interest groups, political party campaigns) 
(ACHCK076) 
Students to compare and contrast the campaigns of two political parties. How 
do they seek to  shape choices of voters? How are they similar/different? 
Examine examples of political cartoons used in the media.  
 
How social media is used to influence people's understanding of issues 
(ACHCK076) 
Students to design a social media campaign that seeks to influence/change 
ideas surrounding a current issue. 

The key features of Australia's 
court system and the role of a 
particular court (e.g. a 
supreme court, a magistrates' 
court, the Family Court of 
Australia) and the types of 
cases different courts hear 
(ACHCK077) 
 

 The role of a courts 

(e.g. a supreme court, 

a magistrates' court, 

the Family Court of 

Australia)  

 Types of cases 

different courts hear. 

E.g. Criminal/Civil 

 How courts apply and 

interpret the law, 

resolve disputes, and 

make law through 

judgments (e.g. the 

role of precedents) 

 

The key principles of Australia's 
justice system, including 
equality before the law, 
independent judiciary, and right 
of appeal (ACHCK078) 
 
1. Equality before the law 
2. Independent judiciary 
3. Right of appeal 

 describing what is 
meant by each principle 
and how each works to 
protect citizens and 
contribute to a fair 
society 

 What would a justice 
system look like without 
these principles? 

The factors that can undermine 
the application of the principles 
of justice (e.g. bribery, coercion 
of witnesses, trial by media, 
court delays) (ACHCK078) 

Students to research/locate an 
article that reports on 
undermining  justice. Students 
to write annotations on how the 
article challenges the rule of law 
in Australia.   

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/government
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK075
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/fact-sheets/political-parties.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/teaching/parliamentary-lesson-plans/representation-political-parties.html
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/media
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/opinion-polls
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/political-party
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK076
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/media
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK076
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK077
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/system
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK078
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/justice
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/media
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK078

