
PLEAWA CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES 
The purpose of this resource is to provide a suggested guide as to how to approach the sequencing and resourcing of the 5-10 Civics & Citizenship WA 

Curriculum. 

 

Year: 6 
Essential concepts: 

 Recognising the importance of the Westminster system and the Magna Carta in influencing Australia’s parliamentary government 

 Identifying key elements of Australia’s system of law and government and their origins 

 Studying Australia’s path to Federation through an examination of key people and events 

Title: Australia 
as a nation 

Achievement standard: By the end of Year 6, students identify change and continuity and describe the causes and effects of change on society. They 
compare the different experiences of people in the past. They explain the significance of an individual and group. Students sequence events and 
people (their lifetime) in chronological order, and represent time by creating timelines. When researching, students develop questions to frame an 
historical inquiry. They identify a range of sources and locate and compare information to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to 
identify and describe points of view. Students develop texts, particularly narratives and descriptions. In developing these texts and organising and 
presenting their information, they use historical terms and concepts and incorporate relevant sources. 

Students recognise that Australia’s democracy is based on the Westminster system, and describe the roles and responsibilities of each level of 
government and how laws are made. They identify the democratic values associated with Australian citizenship and describe the rights and 
responsibilities of being an Australian citizen.  

 

Curriculum 
descriptor 

Time 
allocation 

Content/ concepts Resources Excursions/Incursions 

ACHHK035 
ACHHK113 

30 mins Magna Carta Video/Rap Song 
(Identify prior knowledge of the Feudal Sysem by listing words related to the 13th 
Century using a KWL chart.) 
*Students watch the BBC Horrible Histories Magna Carta skits on the IWB to 
engage them about Magna Carta. 
*As a class complete a KWL chart on what they already know about King John 
and the 13th century and what they would like to find out from the guest speaker 
in the next lesson. 
 

Horrible Histories BBC 
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes
/b052njpt/credits  

 

 

ACHHK035 
ACHHK113 

60 mins     Incursion/excursion – Magna 
Carta 
This program highlights  
Magna Carta’s influence on 
the Westminster and 
Australian parliamentary 
systems of government. 
Students will investigate the 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b052njpt/credits
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b052njpt/credits


contemporary place of 
Magna Carta on democracy 
and rights today, along with 
some of the interesting facts 
of feudal times.    
Constitutional Centre of W.A. 
https://www.constitutionalce
ntre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS
/Pages/Default.aspx                                               

ACHHK113 40 mins Photograph Analysis  
(Students analyse and interpret a photograph during the time of  Federation.) 
*Re-cap on the link between the Magna Carta and Australia’s Constitution from 
previous lesson. 
*Old photographs of 1890-1901 are placed on the IWB to engage students. 
*Question students about photographs. What do they think the photo is of? 
What brings them to that conclusion? What else do they know about the era the 
photo was taken...e.g. surroundings, clothing, and machinery? 
*Students create a word wall using Wordle describing the era 

Photographs of early 
Australia 
http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/f
ederation/images_index.htm 
 
http://www.civicsandcitizens
hip.edu.au/cce/centenary_of
_fed_our_nation_then_and_
now_up,9254.html 

 

 

ACHHK113 40 mins Federation Video 
(Compare and contrast Australia from the Federation era to the 21st century.  
Identify differences and  similarities of Australia represented on a Venn diagram.) 
*Students watch the ABC Splash Federation clip on the IWB to engage them 
about Federation. 
*Class discussion. Students create a Venn Diagram about Federation and life in 
Australia. 
What facts did you already know?  
Did you learn anything new? 
What is Australia like today? How was it different to 1901? 

 

ABC Splash Federation Video 
http://splash.abc.net.au/ho
me#!/media/1957410/feder
ation 
 

 

ACHHK113 60 mins    Incursion/excursion  – 
Federation 
This program concentrates 
on the key ideas and events 
that led to Australia’s 
Federation. Students 
participate in collaborative 
group work to investigate 
why and how Federation 
occurred. 
Constitutional Centre 

https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
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https://www.constitutionalce
ntre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS
/Pages/Default.aspx 

ACHHK113 60 mins Newspaper Editorial 
(Students communicate their knowledge of Federation through an editorial 
writing.) 
*Students use their knowledge about Federation to write an editorial for the 
1901 newspaper. 
*The editorial is written on the day Federation occurred.  
*Students include their view on its success and failures. 
*create using an interactive newspaper template or other writing tool. 

  

ACHHK113 40 mins Cartoon Analysis 
(Students analyse and interpret what a cartoonist is saying about Federation.) 
*Gather on mat and show students political cartoons. 
*Discuss why newspapers may use these 
*How are cartoons different from an editorial 
*Analyse a cartoon as a class using questions  
*Bring up the cartoon students will be analysing and provide them with a cartoon 
analysis questionnaire  
*Discuss thoughts on cartoon as a class 
 

Federation Cartoons 
http://www.peo.gov.au/uplo
ads/peo/docs/closer-
look/CloserLook_Federation.
pdf 
 
Cartoon Analysis Template 
http://www.archives.gov/ed
ucation/lessons/worksheets/
cartoon.html 
 

 

ACHHK113 40 mins Sir Henry Parkes character profile 
(Students create a character profile of Sir Henry Parkes.) 
*Put up photo on IWB 
*Discuss what we have learnt so far about the character 
*What can we tell about this character from the photo? 
*Students fill in character profile 
*Using laptops or ipads students research character and add information to 
profile 
*Add info to word wall 

Sire Henry Parkes  
http://www.civicsandcitizens
hip.edu.au/cce/parkes,3482
5.html 
 
https://parkesfoundation.or
g.au/resources/sir-henry-
parkes-2/life-and-
achievements/  

 

ACHHK035 
ACHHK113 

60 mins Role-Play 
(Students create and perform a role-play on a specific Federation or Magna Carta 
scenario) 
*Allocate students into groups 
*Each group is given a different scenario to create a role-play on. (Signing of the 
Magna Carta at Runnymede, Tenterfield Oration, 1899 Referendum, Federation 
celebrations etc) 
*Groups record their role-plays using ICT and present to class on the IWB  
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ACHHK035 60 mins Excursion – The Parliament of Western Australia 
The emphasis of this tour is the Westminster Parliament and Its influences on WA 
and Australia’s systems of Government.  

www.parliament.wa.gov.au 
 

 

ACHHK035 60mins Western Australian Parliament – A Westminster Parliament 
*Students create a compare and contrast chart showing the similarities and 
differences between Western Australian Parliament and Westminster 
Parliament.  
 

http://tinyurl.com/5-
6StudentWorkbook 
 
http://tinyurl.com/Parliamen
t5-6TeacherResource 
 

 

 

*Useful websites for further planning 

AC History Units - http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/  

Civics and Citizenship Education - http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/for_teachers,9295.html  

PoWA Parliamentary Education Office – www.parliament.wa.gov.au 

Parliamentary Education Office - http://www.peo.gov.au/ 

 

http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/
http://tinyurl.com/5-6StudentWorkbook
http://tinyurl.com/5-6StudentWorkbook
http://tinyurl.com/Parliament5-6TeacherResource
http://tinyurl.com/Parliament5-6TeacherResource
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/for_teachers,9295.html
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/
http://www.peo.gov.au/

