
PLEAWA CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES 
The purpose of this resource is to provide a suggested guide as to how to approach the sequencing and resourcing of the Years 5-10 Civics & Citizenship WA 

Curriculum. 

 

Year: 6 
Essential concepts: 

 Clarifying the roles and responsibilities of the three levels of government  

 Investigating the stages of the passage of a bill 
 

Title: 
Australia’s 
system of 
government 
and citizenship 

Achievement standard: Students recognise that Australia’s democracy is based on the Westminster system, and describe the roles and 
responsibilities of each level of government and how laws are made. They identify the democratic values associated with Australian 
citizenship and describe the rights and responsibilities of being an Australian citizen.  

 

Curriculum 
descriptor 

Time 
allocation 

Content/concepts Resources/Websites Excursions/Incursions 

ACHK036 30 mins 3 Levels of Government Educational Video 
(Students demonstrate prior knowledge of the 3 levels of 
government by listing words using a KWL chart.) 
*Create a KWL chart as a class – class brainstorm and discussion 
*Watch the PEO video 
*Students now add to the KWL chart 
 

PEO – Snapshots 3 Levels of 
Government 
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimed
ia/videos/snapshots-three-levels-
of-government.html 
 
 
 
 

 

ACHK036 1 hour Structure of the 3 Levels of Government 
(Students summarise information of a specific government related 
term into 4 key points) 
*Students are put into pairs 
*Each pair is given a coloured card with a government related title 
e.g. Governor-General, Head of State, mayor, bicameral parliament 
etc. 
*Students visit PEO website and research their title. 
*Students come up with 4 main points for their title and write it on 
coloured card for the word wall. 
*Students share their findings with the class  

PEO – Q and A’s 
http://questions.peo.gov.au/ 
 
Laptops 
Coloured cards with titles. 
Coloured card for writing dot 
points 
Thumb tacks for word wall. 

 

 

http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/snapshots-three-levels-of-government.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/snapshots-three-levels-of-government.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/snapshots-three-levels-of-government.html
http://questions.peo.gov.au/


ACHK036 1 hour    Incursion/excursion  – 3 Levels of 
Government 
This program focusses on the role 
and responsibilities of the three 
levels of government including 
shared roles. Students participate 
in a series of interactive activities 
to reinforce their knowledge of 
the three levels of Government.    
 Constitutional Centre of W.A. 
https://www.constitutionalcentre.
wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/D
efault.aspx                                                                                                                                                

ACHK036 1 hour Letter to the leader 
(Students write a formal letter to a member of the local, state or 
federal governments asking for a particular service to be improved) 
*using the worksheet from the incursion students pick one service 
e.g. postal, parks or health they would like to see improvements in. 
*students work out which level of government is responsible for the 
service 
*using the Australia Post and write a formal letter to the leader or 
local member of Parliament explaining what they would like to see 
improved and why. 

Australia Post – Business Letter 
http://auspost.com.au/education/
letterwriting/students/business-
letters.html  

 

ACHCK037 1 hour What is a bill? 
(students list ways in which a bill originates) 
*using laptops students find the definition of a bill in regards to law 
making 
*as a class brainstorm a recent bill and ways in which it may have 
originated e.g. no mobile phones while driving  
*using the fact sheet and newspaper articles students work in 
groups to look at current bills in the Federal Parliament and come 
up with a variety of reasons how the bills originated. 
*each group presents one bill and their reasoning to the class 
 

PEO - Fact Sheet ‘Bills’ 
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/p
eo/docs/fact-sheets/bills_laws.pdf 
 
APH -Ideas for newspaper articles 
regarding proposed bills  
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamen
tary_Business/Bills_Legislation  

 

ACHCK037 1 hour Passage of a bill 
(students create a link chain to demonstrate knowledge of the 
passage of a bill) 
*As a class view the 2 videos on the passage of a bill 
*students take notes whilst watching the video or teacher could 
supply students with a questionnaire 
*students create a colour coded link chain to represent the passage 
of a bill in federal parliament 

ABC Splash – Passing a Bill 
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/
media/29457/passing-a-bill-in-
parliament 
 
PEO – Making a Law 

 

https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
http://auspost.com.au/education/letterwriting/students/business-letters.html
http://auspost.com.au/education/letterwriting/students/business-letters.html
http://auspost.com.au/education/letterwriting/students/business-letters.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/fact-sheets/bills_laws.pdf
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/fact-sheets/bills_laws.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/29457/passing-a-bill-in-parliament
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/29457/passing-a-bill-in-parliament
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/29457/passing-a-bill-in-parliament


*chains are displayed around the classroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Teacher Resources Passage of Legislation Flow Chart p 
27 PEOWA Year 5 & 6 Teacher Resource Book 
 
ASSESSMENT TASK 
Making a Flow Chart (cloze activity) p14 PEOWA Year 5 &6 Student 
Book 
 

http://www.peo.gov.au/multimed
ia/videos/about-parliament-
making-a-law.html 
 
green, red and blue coloured card, 
staples and scissors 
 
 
 
http://tinyurl.com/Parliament5-
6TeacherResource 
 
http://tinyurl.com/5-
6StudentWorkbook 
 

ACHCK037 1 hour    Incursion/excursion – Making 
Laws 
The emphasis in this program is 
the way in which federal laws are 
initiated and passed through the 
federal Parliament. Students 
participate in a parliamentary style 
debate to demonstrate the 
passage of a bill.         
Constitutional Centre of W.A. 
https://www.constitutionalcentre.
wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/D
efault.aspx                                                                                                                 

ACHCK037 1 hour    Excursion – Parliament of WA 
The emphasis of this tour is the 
roles of the two Houses of 
Parliament, the roles and 
responsibilities of the Members of 
Parliament and the Passage of 
Legislation. On non sitting days, 
students can take part in a role 
play providing insight in to the 
Passage of Legislation in the 
Parliament of WA. 
Parliament of WA 
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au  
click on the “Tour Parliament” tab 

http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/about-parliament-making-a-law.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/about-parliament-making-a-law.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/about-parliament-making-a-law.html
http://tinyurl.com/Parliament5-6TeacherResource
http://tinyurl.com/Parliament5-6TeacherResource
http://tinyurl.com/5-6StudentWorkbook
http://tinyurl.com/5-6StudentWorkbook
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.constitutionalcentre.wa.gov.au/FORSCHOOLS/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/


 

*Useful websites for further planning                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Civics and Citizenship Education - http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/for_teachers,9295.html  

Parliamentary Education Office - http://www.peo.gov.au/ 

http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/for_teachers,9295.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/

